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The gap between
evidence and
practice

The challenge(s):

Historic imbalances
in KS3 English
curricula
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Three truths:

1. The conceptual load of the Primary English curriculum is vast -

many teachers in our schools have told us that they need support
to develop their subject knowledge.

2. Sometimes, schools get 'stuck’ with legacy modules due to the

challenges of developing and resourcing coherent schemes of
work.

3. Thereis more to do to ensure that communication between
Primary and Secondary colleagues results in meaningful
coherence between curriculum diets.
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Evidence bases -

eaching

Principles of instruction; making vocabulary explicit

Cognitive Load Theory

o s

Retrieval Practice Interleaving

Working
memory

Desirable difficulties

Spaced Retrieval Practice Word generation

VN 25
©
Pt Learning

Generative learning; impactful practice and task design

Long-term memory

A
4 &
A
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Key ingredients:

Systematic revisiting
Spaced practice
Retrieval practice
Explicit vocabulary instruction
Prosodic reading
Structured talk
Explicit instruction of Reading and Writing

Gradual scaffold fade
Generative task design
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The Frankenstein
Curriculum

o~ &
A
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Stephen’s provocation:

What would it look like if we
built this from the ground up?

How do we get there?

A
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Building from KS2 towards KS4

» Gradual decrease in Language study
* Scaffolding reduced over time

* Incremental increase in demand

* Schema-building

* High-demand for all

* Building background knowledge
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Built around key concepts

Technology:
Friend or Foe?

What does it mean
to be human?

The changing face
of communication

|s conflict ever
useful?
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Pilot Literature
module:

Show us who you
are

A study of dystopic
fiction
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Pedagogical infrastructure

Activate

Fluency "
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Building teacher subject knowledge

Unit: Communication Week 2, Lesson 3 Focus: planning and aral rehearsal
Overview of the unit: af a formal letter of application
This unit allows students to explore a range of nen-narrative texts and develop their skills for interregating and
crafting these. The unit carefully balances students’ oracy, reading and writing skills and includes diagnastic
assassmant throughout to support teachers in reshaping their planning according to the needs of their class, 1. Activate prior learning 2. Vocabulary instruction 3. Oral and eritical thinking
Display the four sentences, Ask Raad the words long-term and man- Use the Exgila shide to introdisce the
Waek | Reading opportunities | Writing opportunities At the end of this unit, students will .. students to ientify whether they use | made and explaln to students that learning for the rext three days
Know: Be able to: fasmal or iformal language these are comgound adpctives
- - comventions, Lise this to prompt a because they join two adjectives Read the Student Social Media Lead
1 Students will read an Students will discuss, plan and = The grammatical = Retrieve key cetails racap of the conventions that ane togather 1o actas one word, Ask them | job advert and axplain 1o stisdents
argument text and a shart | write a short argument text 2 strusctunes and froem a test formal (formal vocabulary cholces, o identify the hyphen used to join that they are geing to agply the
infarmation text. part af a dhagnestic writing lunguage wed in = Constract basic sisnjinctive] and those that are them and define the words, Stisdents | conwentions that thay hava ientified
Students will et sk :I:lphrsum"t ;,"’el'le"m: trusctured nformal [contractions, collogquial can sugaest other compound  formal letters tothelr own letter of
ucents will comalete 2 = articipate in structus Lo age, Giestion 1ags) adjactives that are hyphenatad application far this job
shart diagnastic Reading discussian Explain that hyphens are also wsed to
task. = Structure s simale
argument Join some prefiees and root words, Provide studants with the opportsnity
prompting stisdents tomatch the paies | 1o ghe thelr inltial thoughts about the
2 Students will resd s farmal Sty dents will ungick the = The grammatical = ldentify examples af key and re-write thems with a hyphen, qualites that the applicant would
better of application. structure, language and sbruschiores and conventians af a fonmal Why are these words hyphanated? nead to have, Teachers showkl make 3
prammatical featres af a lanpuage used ina l=tter of applicatian. st of these as students dicuss them
formal |letter af apalicatian. Jormad letter. = Select and use farmal !
»  thestructre of s language preciseky.
fonmal letter of ’ i Teachers may wish to change this foh
application, achvert if theve i o reol role thot the
school mppaints stwaents toat this
3 Students will resd 2 Students will write a shart * Howlanguagecanbe | = prepareand writea polnt b the year,
dizcirsive srticle. sumamary of an article. uzed tocreate shart pres=ntaticn
fommality or =  Summariz= key poinks
Students will read Students will write a shart Farmalit r hat thesy hanve:
aftm:ll;::lndmt e {Dlrjrnn'I‘:;r::II.m s e Ry r;:l"w hey 4, 1 da; Return to the model k=tter of apphcation that students read sadber in the week. Mode| how to
Messages. = prove o disprave anatyse the contents of =ach paragranh and summarise it in note form in the table, ensuring that
statements using students understand that paragraphs 2 and 2 provide information about experiznce and qualities
evidence needed for the rode.
4 Shudents will resd an Sty dents will ungick the »  That punchuaticn can | = Plan, draft snd edit an
:;T:rm' o3 paunger :LL'::J;J::E;:E;T; an :::;Ldehh“mw . :j':r:j:lcmm;n 5. We da: Exglain that we need to be chear about the difference between experence and qualitles whean we
infarmal letter. = Conventians afan acourately. write apalication letters, Model how to gve one pece of informatien for each and then ask
infarmal ketter. students to collaborate to complete the table, Dscuss & & group
5 Students will rezd taa Students will plan, write and = A range af sentence = Explare haw writers
5hurtupl::|nndnr:;:ci.: e edit s news articke. ::‘rl.lctur\c;:ndhuw chum::r;‘nfl.metn \ . You da: Ask students towuse their list from the last task to complets a plan for their own apphcation letter,
representing T £y can comvey Tl vewpoa detailing what information they will ghve in each section. Teachers should display the comaleted
af an argument. punctuated = HRank key detailsfram s
= language which can text according o their {do <lide to support, 2s recessary.
be wsed to represent importance
& wiewpoant
7. Application: Explain that students are going to hold mock nterdasws with sach other to rehearse the ideas and
PR EOE
B Students will rezd a short Students will plan, write and = Farmal language = Build s persanasl the language that they will need to use when they write their letter of apphication. Medel the
article. edit s formal essay. ‘:D"“:‘nm for r\:ip-ct!:'ks: taa discussion mock interview process with a more confident student or with a teacher, as approgriate. Remind
. 'el':T:trrrrt‘ur:aFa . qufh?r:al famg students of the formal language conventions and phrases that were gathered earlier in the wesk
shart discusrsive essay prEI:IsEhp‘bﬂchllEElhEh and model how to indude the.s.e. Ensure that all students hawe the opportunity to rehearss and
P fead back to a partner on their successss,
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Week 3, Lesson 4

All units fully

resourced
Students will;

* recap the /i/ sound spelt y
* explore the difference between formal and informal language

* write a short 'mformal communication.
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UNITY

Activate

Decide whether the following would be written as formal or informal texts.

letter to the council

personal blog

product advert

job advert

magazine article J‘or

children

news report
op'mion plece
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Vocabulary

Define

Connect

cynical

Analgse

A
UNITY

Spell: the i/ sound

spelt y
The /i/ sound can be spelt y

within some words.

Add the /i/ sound spelt y
to these words.

c__ linder
0X___gen

s___stem
g___mnastics
ph___sics
p___ramid

Which other words do you
know that follow the same
pattern?
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UNITY

Vocabulary

cynical
(adjective)

believing that people
are motivated purely
by self-interest;
distrustful of human
sincerity or integrity

Is it cynical to think that tech companies
deliberately produce devices that become
outdated within three to five years?
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Reading fluency DM

Paired read: in this strategy, students work in pairs and read
aloud to each other to experience read'mg to and llstenlng to

other readers.

° M
ah b

UNITY
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Supporting Text: Week 3, Lesson 4

From: Ryan Barry From: Eleanor Brandt

To: Eleanor Brandt To: Ryan Barry

Subject: Smart speaker Subject: Re: Smart speaker

Good afternoon Eleanor, Hello Ryan,

I hope you are well. It is good to hear from you. That sounds like an irritating problem.

I was wondering whether you could help me. We I am sorry to say that I do not have a great deal of expertise in that
have recently upgraded our router, which means our area. The best I can do is advise that you find your particular

smart speaker is no longer connected to our Wi-Fi. model’s instruction manual or look it up online. I am sure it will be a

lot clearer and quicker than anything I could manage.
I know you understand these things better than I do

so I was hoping you could talk me through how to I hope you get it rectified soon.
change it.

Kind regards,
Kind regards,

Eleanor

UNITY Intellectual content and design copyright © 2022 Unity Schools Partnership (Curriculum structure and principles © Greenfields Education Ltd) Image(s) used under license from Shutterstock.com 17



Supporting Text: Week 3, Lesson 4

Thursday, 17:25

OK NM
Hi Els RUOK?
Tried looking at the manual?
Hey Bazza! Yep. You?
Yep but smart speaker down _ -
50 no tunes 296969 Genius! TY = =
OMG!!! Nightmare!! Why? Thursday, 19:45

Any luck?
New router. Can't connect to wlfl

SMH Thursday, 21:15

Ur a tech geek
Soz — didn’t see your msqg. Music

Faat faat et faa

i) ::‘3 e A R R
Any clues? on too loud
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I do

I know that these two communications
differ in their level of formality.

Good afternoon Eleanor,
I hope you are well.

I was wonderlng whether you could help me. We
have recently upgraded our router, which means our
smart speaker iS no longer connected to our Wi-Fi.

I know you understand these things better than I do
so I was hoping you could talk me through how to
change it.

A
UNITY

Thursday, 17:25

Hi Els RUOK?

Hey Bazza! Yep. You?

Yep but smart speaker down

S0 no tunes @@@

OMG!!! Nightmare!! Why?

New router. Can’t connect to wifi

SMH

Ur a tech geek

Any clues? 4
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I do

This text is a formal communication.

formal greeting

technical language

formal vocabulary

A
UNITY

Good afternoon Eleanor,
I hope you are well.

I was wondering whether you could help me. We
have recently upgraded our router, which means our
smart speaker is no longer connected to our Wi-Fi.

I know you understand these things better than I do
so I was hoping you could talk me through how to
change it.

Standard English

no contractions

complex constructions

Intellectual content and design copyright © 2022 Unity Schools Partnership (Curriculum structure and principles © Greenfields Education Ltd) Image(s) used under license from Shutterstock.com

20



A
UNITY

I do

This text is a very 'mformal communication.

informal greeting

non-standard English
— abbreviations and
slang

no grammatlcal
structures

questions and
exclamations

Thursday, 17:25

Hi Els RUOK?

Hey Bazza! Yep. You?

Yep but smart speaker down

SO no tunes @®@

OMG!!I Nightmare!! Why?

New router. Can’t connect to wifi

SMH

Ur a tech geek

Any clues? o
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We do

This text is an 'mformal communication.

Hi Ry,

Great to hear from you! Oh my goodness — how
annoying is that?

Sorry, I've got no idea — I'm useless with tech stuff!
How about googling the manual? Reckon there’ll be
a picture or something to make it dead easy to do,
don’t you?

Hope you get it sorted,

Ellie

———  zzzzvzvzv0v0v0909m v 059 0 Bnm9m9m9m9m 0 0909090 ©©©©m©m©m©©©©©B©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©©©m©m©m©m©m©©m©©©©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©©©©©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©©©©©©©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©©m©m©m©mnm©m©m©©©©© ©©©m©m©m©m©m©©©©m©m©m©m©©© ©
A

A
UNITY
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We do

This text is an 'mformal communication.

informal greeting Hi Ry,
Great to hear from you! Oh my goodness — how _ .
—— annoying is that? informal punctuation
mterJectLon
Sorry, got no idea — useless with tech stuff!
How about googling the manual? Reckon be
chatty [Cmg uage [ a picture or something to make it dead easy to do,
slang
Hope you get it sorted,
simple constructions Ellie

———  zzzzvzvzv0v0v0909m v 059 0 Bnm9m9m9m9m 0 0909090 ©©©©m©m©m©©©©©B©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©©©m©m©m©m©m©©m©©©©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©©©©©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©©©©©©©m©m©m©m©m©m©m©©m©m©m©mnm©m©m©©©©© ©©©m©m©m©m©m©©©©m©m©m©m©©© ©
A

A
UNITY
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You do

Convert these formal sentences into in_formal sentences that you might find in a
personal email.

1. That is a good suggestion.

2. More often than not, in my experience, their language is opaque and their
explanations labyrinthine. It sometimes feels as if they do not want you to
solve the problem yourself but pay for a repair or even a replacement.

3. Maybe I am being too cynical, though. I will investigate further and, with
any luck, the solution will be simple to find and easy to follow.
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Apply

Convert this formal email into an informal personal email.

Hello Ryan,

I was just wondering how you fared yesterday with finding a
solution to your technical issue. I did start investigating
myself on your behalf but it seemed to raise more questions
than it answered although that is probably because I suspect I
have a different system from yours and am not sure what
corrective steps you have taken already.

Were you to let me know if you have been successful, I would
be extremely grateful.

Eleanor
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Structured teaching of oracy

A
4 &
A
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Apply

Work in groups of three or four. Assign and adopt clear roles.

Chairperson

You will lead the
discussion and
ensure that
everyone gets a
chance to speak.

4

Secretary

You will make
notes about
what has been
said.

/&

»

Spokesperson

You will report
back the key
points from your
discussion.

Assessor

You will note
examples of
good quality
contributions or
conduct.

<
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Apply

Begin a structured discussion using the following prompts to support you. Be prepared
to feed back your discussion to the class.

/

\_

Welcome. We are here to explore the question:

I would like to invite .. to share their thoughts first.

= N

what is the best form of communication?

Useful sentence openers

/

Whilst I agree ...

I would like to add ...
Have you considered ..?
My first point is ..

To add to this ..

Can you clarify ..?

In summary, ..

One example is ..

Intellectual content and design copyright © 2022 Unity Schools Partnership (Curriculum structure and principles © Greenfields Education Ltd) Image(s) used under license from Shutterstock.com
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Supporting Resource: Week 1, Lesson 5 Talk Task review sheet

Student Student Student Student Student Student Student

Speaking focus
name name name name name name name

Thinking: elaborate on a key theme or idea, supporting this
with specific detalls.

Listening: listen to others observantly, responding with
comments and suggestions.

Vocabulary: select specific vocabulary to convey precise
meaning.

Composition: structure a simple point around the most
important details.

Execution: present ideas coherently and succinctly.

Standard English: use grammatically accurate Standard
English, selecting a tone appropriate to the audience and task.

Notes:

These indicators have been included to help teachers identify some broad aspects of spoken English and oracy that students may require additional support with.
There is no expectation that this will be completed for all pupils but it can be used as a diagnostic tool to help target specific areas of weakness.
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Exemplification

Supporting Resource: Week 1, Lesson 4 Y6 Examples of Expected Standard Writing

u b ah MM swoudd | bt ———— — - -
e e | B MJ_J,EE,J_.WLUE.MBM_Wﬂ?M;ﬁ;tJ&

Sk Sy e wen Jygoet | ol Sl ] b on e i o D

kel bl s TR || by -

r is e Hmwrh,[.uu,‘ Mm-mhm, m‘.-m.-.-.mcj\wr.-. Emiai}IIEqm i
ot e g el | RN, K A s Y v 1
Ay e e o | | gk sy ol bt g 28 i o oo den B B e

s By parghe Yo | Mmﬂ&m.w:ru%wiwmm e e v
Sroagh Th Tl oo gl | | Dby spid 70 s deitsdld .

These samples have been included to give Year 7 teachers an idea of what Expected Standard looks like at the end of K52. This work was produced
by USP Year & pupils during the Autumn term 2021, Both pieces illustrate the expectations of tone, vocabulary and technical accuracy required.

o~ i
A
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What problems does this solve?

1. Rebalances the diet
2. Reduces variation in the quality of offer
3. Builds teacher subject knowledge

4. Ofters a blueprint for excellence

Intellectual content and design copyright © 2022 Unity Schools Partnership
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1
2

3.
4,

Consideration for implementation:

. Which units?

. Where? When? How?

How will you get under the skin of these with staft?
Existing pedagogical habits?

. What subject knowledge is needed?

Intellectual content and design copyright © 2022 Unity Schools Partnership
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Just three things:

1. These will and should serve each school differently.

2. Afocus on strong routines frees up mental capacity to think
hard about demanding content.

3. Implementation takes time and commitment - if something
IS Important, give it time.

Intellectual content and design copyright © 2022 Unity Schools Partnership l 'NI I Y
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Every student
Every day

No exceptions

@EduMeadows Imeadows@unitysp.co.uk
3y @baronbedford abedford@unitysp.co.uk
@benjhibee bgodsal@unitysp.co.uk
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