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A step towards curriculum growth
|

|
If not us, then who?

Alex Bedford 
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WHAT CONTENT?
If there is to be a reduced curriculum offer, 

then you’ll need to prioritise 

Structures
|

• time
• subject
• knowledge
• vocabulary

Methods
|

• tasks and types of practice
• retrieval activities
• returning to content though 

spacing quizzing 
• remember and connect

Quality assurance
|

• looking at books
• talking with pupils
• subject feedback and 

assessment
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English Maths

Science P.S.H.E 
P.E.
Behaviour 
Participation

School / Year group / 
Class discussion

What knowledge or study 
can’t be left out? Why?

|
What cross-curricular 

connections are possible 
through English and 

maths?
|

Is it possible to do less of 
some things? Why?

AUTUMN 2020 - WHAT CURRICULUM?

3

Art and design
Computing

Design and Technology
Geography

History
MfL

Music
R.E.
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Y2 AM PM 1.00 – 3.15 (break 10 mins)
Mon English and Maths

Reading and Phonics 2.15
2.15

Tue

1.0 1.15
2.15

Wed

1.0 1.15
2.15

Thur

1.0 1.15
2.15

Fri

2.15
2.15

DEFINE THE TIME YOU HAVE
Set out a strategic plan for allocated time for each 

year group
|

What subjects will you prioritise?
English | Maths | Science | P.S.H.E | P.E… and…

BROAD AND BALANCED
|

If we have a directive, we need to make sure 
the curriculum is

LESS, BUT EQUAL.

4



A discussion about curriculum provision © 2020 Alex Bedford Unity Schools Partnership 

WHAT CONTENT?
If there is to be a reduced curriculum offer, then 

we need to focus on essential content.

ONE WAY (not THE way)
|

Be clear about the curriculum content to be taught
|

|

What previous experience can be drawn on?
|

Activate previous learning through questions, cued reminders, flick-
back techniques or retrieval practice.
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WHAT SEQUENCE?
Selecting the essential content and sequencing is important.

|
Here is an example of the full learning sequence.

If we had to reduce the sequence because of necessary priorities, 
what content would you choose? 

How would you choose the content?

What ways would you go about choosing the content?
6
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WHAT SEQUENCE?

Don’t leave it to chance, personal preferences or luck – use a system

To keep it consistent, you could use Shimamura’s approach 
around knowledge acquisition:

• categorise

• compare

• contrast

7



A discussion about curriculum provision © 2020 Alex Bedford Unity Schools Partnership 

MY TURN - WHAT SEQUENCE?

8

Start by looking at how the knowledge connects and think 
about how to teach that using examples and non examples.

Categorise specific materials – transparent and opaque.

Bring the concept of waterproofing into working scientifically.

Now you have a refined sequence:

• What are materials and where do we find them in school?    (Retrieve and Categorise)

• What materials are transparent, and which are opaque?        (Categorise and compare)

• What materials are waterproof and what’s the best                (Categorise, compare and contrast)
material for the job?
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What concepts underpin this study?
• Chronology
• Causation
• Sources of evidence

Now you have a refined sequence:

1.

2.

3.

YOUR TURN- WHAT SEQUENCE?
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PRECISION
Get the most out of the things you teach

VOCABULARY
|

Tier 3
|

Low frequency, context-specific 
vocabulary

|
language that is taught as part 
of a specific subject or domain

Tier 2
|

High frequency and multiple 
meaning vocabulary

|
often found in adult 

conversation and literature. 

Tier 1
|

Basic vocabulary needed 
to function in daily life. 

Tier 3

Tier 2

Tier 1

Tier 3
|

palaeolithic
oesophagus
sarcophagus

Tier 2
|

society 
absorb
flourish

Tier 1
|

book
girl
run
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WORKING ON THEM NOW – formally available SPRING 2021
Teacher guides for explicit vocabulary instruction
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What purpose does this task serve?

(Ask yourself this before planning tasks)

What are children learning?

• What previous learning?

• What knowledge?

• What vocabulary?

How will they remember?

• vocabulary

• practise (oracy, rephrasing, remembering)

• recording (speaking, reading, writing)

• revisiting

• questions and quizzing

12
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Knowledge and meaning Vocabulary

Tasks Questions
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Don't forget PE

Don't forget additional PSHE time

Don't forget lots of reading opportunities

Alex will point those using CUSP towards what to cover from Summer units, 
during the Autumn/Spring to enable that learning to be built upon.

The Reading/Writing tasks within CUSP units will start in January, following 
CPD late Autumn.

We will have arrangements for Art training in the next week and the new 
curriculum being written will follow the initial training which will take place in 
October (date to be confirmed)

To confirm - Kapow is in the curriculum map to enable schools to teach 
effective or better computing. However, some schools may have less 
confident teachers, and in those year groups a computing lead may need to 
adjust the Kapow unit to one written by Nick Templeton.
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Not for now
|

pages to get start
thought provoking 

discussions with staff
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PRECISION
Get the most out of the things you teach

VOCABULARY
|

One of the essential components that complements our recovery curriculum 
will be the focus on vocabulary.

“If words convey meaning, then we need to teach more than word recognition –
we need to make rich associations with language.”

AVOID
Just providing words in a list or

overwhelming pupils with a vast bank of language.

DO MORE OF THIS:
Decode and define.

|
Use and apply in context.

|
Associate and link with connected words.

|
Deconstruct

by teaching word origin, etymology, morphology, roots, prefixes and suffixes.
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WHEN CONTENT IS NEW OR UNFAMILIAR
|

cognitive science tells us that discovery learning is NOT the most effective 
method to use

free and unstructured play to 
acquire new knowledge

|
using discovery learning to 

acquire new content
|

pupils left to find new information 
out from a wide range of sources

HIGH COGNITIVE LOAD ON THE WORKING MEMORY
LACK OF PRECISION AND VOCABULARY

LACK OF CLARITY
LACK OF MEANINGFUL PRACTICE

(As pupils become more 
knowledgeable, skilful and 

fluent then there is a place for 
the expert-reversal effect)
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BELONGING
|

How will pupils feel a sense of genuine 
and authentic belonging?

|
Vygotsky

“We are social learners”

2 criteria
|

Baumeister RF, Leary MR. 1995.
|

Individuals must have 
relatively frequent positive interactions

with at least a few people.
|

These interactions must take place 
within a framework of 

long-lasting affective concern 
for each others’ welfare.

|
Therefore, social and emotional education

must be a priority within the curriculum offer.



A discussion about curriculum provision © 2020 Alex Bedford Unity Schools Partnership 

EMOTIONAL PARTICIPATION
|

|
Pupils are cognitively and actively engaged.

Pupils socially and emotionally invest in learning.

Participation is higher when:
|

• Relationships are consistent, positive and respectful with all adults.
• Social environments are low threat. Views are valued and put downs are not tolerated.
• Interesting content is taught.
• Prior knowledge is factored in.
• The physical environment is conducive to engagement. (not distracting)

Participation is lower when:
|

• Pupils have negative attitudes.
• Parents support pupils’ negative attitudes.
• Teaching is weak and disorganised.
• Pupil self-esteem is low.
• Environments are disorganised and unwelcoming.
• Expectations are low
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SELF-REGULATION
|

|
|

“The process by which individuals influence which emotions they have, when they have them, and how they 
experience and express their feelings. Emotional regulation can be automatic or controlled, conscious or 

unconscious.
Gross et al, 1998

If we know self-regulation is learnable,
then we must teach it.

|

• Least help first
• Modelling and regulation of our own emotions.
• Co-regulation: warm and responsive relationships
• Empathy to acknowledge emotions
• Talk about emotions: 
• Teach impulse control through games
• Breaking the continuum with space and relaxation through mindfulness practice

www.behaviourmatters.org.uk

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Teaching_Assistants/EEF_-_TA_Supplementary_Scaffolding_Framework.pdf
http://www.behaviourmatters.org.uk/

